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FH O SE that defire the churches of our land ſhould be 
recovered from the diſirattions and confuſtons they have 
been, for a 2 time, greatly troubled with, and would have 
piace and good order take place and prevail, muſt carefully at- 
tend to the voice of reaſon and ſcripture. They that are indif- 
ferent about the rule, whither miniflers or people, will never 


walk according to it. The honour of GOD, and the welfare - 


of the viſible kingdom of CarisT, cannot lie with ſuitable 


remedy. I believe every one, who ſeriouſly attend; to the pre- 
ſent unhappy circumſtances the church is in, will think it a great 
duty to enquire into church or der and government more tharoughs 
ly than has been practiſed for many years paſſed. Ii is to be 1 
mented that young gentlemen, wha commence preachers haue ge- 


government. It ſeems, by their indifference to any partiqular 
form, they never took proper care to inform themſelves what 
ferm was moſt agreeable to tru th, or would beft anſwer the 
great end of the inſtitution. It is ju/tly feared that -they have 
contented themſelves with fludying other things, while they are 
willing flrangers to theſe very important matters; and therefore 
they can readily zonform to common cuſtom, be the ſame ever ſa 
contrary to the pace and happineſs of the church. And this ts, 
doubtleſs, one great reafon of the many diftrattions and confuſi» 
ons that have prevailed, mare or jb far above a hundred 
years back, 


SOME of aur mini/lers, and many of the people have la- 
mented the general contempt caſi upon all Platforms of Church 
government, exhibited in the prote/tant world, But this is the 
truth of fad; and it appears the more plainly by a late impreſ« 


fron of a Platform of Church diſciplines which lxaves out the 


wait upon the minds of thoſe, who ſee the church in the greateſt 
danger of utter ruin, and never make diligent ſearch for @ + 


nerally paid very little regard to the nature and end of Church 
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Beſt part of that Diſcipline that was agre 742 by a Synod of 
Cburc hei, and recommended by the General » This ſup» 
77705 piece was deſignad to Jak tle us upen a comfortable plan, 
which, if properly attended to, might eaſily be mended fo far as 
to baue the great deſigns of Church diſcipline well anſwered, 


SEVERAL worthy writers have propoſed ſome methods to 
bring forward a god regulation in our churches, Mr. Couoa, 
Mr. Norton, Mr. Higginſon, and many others have judged thaf 
tbe peace and purity of the church could not be maintained, nor 
error ſuppreſſed without ſtated councils or conſociations and 


ſynods, and that picked or party councils were of pernicious 
tendency. And, to remedy our broken ſlate, Dr. Colman pro- 


poſed that in every church there ſhould be fixed a conſiſlory or 


lens, conſifting of Paſtor and a number of ruling Elder. 
men of piety, gravity, wiſdom and autberity in the congrega» 


tien. That out of theſe conſiflories, councils ſhould be formed, 


' conſiſting of Poflor. and one ruling Elder from each particular 
' eburch, That theſes councils ſhould con fait of ten or twelue 


neighbouring churches, to meet at a certain places, fo many 
times a year, when and where they may be applied to for advice 
if need be; and if theſe councils cannot ſetisfy the parties con» 
cerned, appeal; ſhould lie to ſynods or ſuperior councils. And 
be juftly alſerted that 4 the conſociation of churches is the very 
«+ foul and life of the the congregational ſcheme, neceſſary 
© to the very % as well as bene of it; without which we 
«© muſt be independent, and with which all the good of 
* Preſbyteriani/m is attained,” 


Ti has been when reformation and gad order. tuat en- 
gaged in will heroic courage: But the generality of profe/ſixs 
among us in theſe days, ds not trouble themſelves with the care 
and ch ge of building the church in goſpel order, They can» 
not be quite ſatisfied without a Minifter, but ſeem content to be 
Pri ridden, rather than trouble” themſelves to ſearch into 
ihe nature of government, No wonder then, conſidering the 
nature of many if the clergy look over the heads of the people; 
end that when churches leak fer much grad, it comes ta littles 
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becauſe G Ob's houſe lias waſſe. T doubt not but the time will 
come when the church will be built with greater glory than ever, 
though the foundation ſhould be laid in blood, yet the Lord will 
bring forth it's head with praiſe to the Redeemer, 


Tuts glery we muſt uſher in by prayer and faithful endea+ 
vours, to promote a rational and ſcriptural church government 
in our day. The pattern is given us with perſpicuity, in a 
ſhort and rational view, in the venerable Mr. HoMes's deli- 
berate thoughts, as they are offered in the following Propoſals : 
And, if they are attended to with candid uprightneſs, they may 
prove a good means of delivering the church from theſe confuſi- 
ons and diſorders it has long groaned under. The anther of 
this excellent treatiſe was among the faithful Miniflers in this 
Province; and this little piece will always beſpeat bis honour- 
alle remembrance, among thoſe that are heartily concerned for 
the welfare of the churches. That all of us may be mutually 
agreed in the truth, and unite in the faith and order of the 


goſpel, is the prayer of one that wiſhes the peace and proſperity 
of Sion. 


Maſſachuſetts, November 3oth, 1774. 
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Serious and deliberate Thoughts 


CONGERNING 


Church Government, 
Humbly offered to Conſideration, 


SSORISISEINRRENENTT 
The INTRODUCTION; 


HE uncomfortable heats, contentions and 
diviſions that prevail in many of our 
churches at this day, and have done for 

ſeveral years paſt, are ſeen and lamented by all 

that have a juſt concern for the honour'of 'G OD, 
the credit of religion, and the welfare and proſpe- 
rity of thoſe churches that are in the country. We 
are hereby rendered contemptible to our enemies, 
and they that deſire our ruin, inſult over us. We 
have juſt cauſe to lament with the church of the 

Jews of old, ſaying as, Lam. 4. 1. How is the gold 

become dim ! "How is the mo/t fine gold changed! And 


in Lam. 5. 16. The crown is fallen from our bead: | 


Wo unto us that we have ſinned, 


The conſideration of our preſent uncomfortable 
circumſtances ſhould put us upon ſerious enquiries 


— 


into the cauſe of thoſe evils which we labour under, 


— — 
8 * a. „ 


1 * | 
and endeavour to find out, and apply proper reme- 
dies for che cure of thoſe diſtempets, that have ſo 


threatning an alpe& open dd an upon our religi- 
ous concerns. | | 


Our unhappy debates and 8 I incline 
to think, proceed from theſe two cauſes, viz. 


From the decay of love amous the profeſſors of 
a. We have too evidently fallen from our 
ficlt lone; henee it comes to paſs, that very trifles 
become, too often the occaſions of fierce contenti- 
ons, even in our religious ſocieties. Love is that 

e that cements the hearts of chriſtians togecher: 
Where this therefore languiſherh, the members of 
chriſtian ſocieties are in danger of falling into facti- 
ons and parties, and to bite and devour one another. 


The decay of our mutual love, is no doubt an 
effect of the decay ot the life and power of godlineſs 
among us; which is always attended with the a- 
bounding of iniquity. Our Saviour tells us in 
Matth. 24. 12. And becauſe iniquity all abound, the 


love of many ſhall wax cold. We ſhould therefore 


be earneſt and frequent in our pleadings with God, 
that he would pour dowa his ſpirit upon us from 
on high, that the power of godlineſs may be te- 
vived among us, and a work of Reformation may 
de ſer on foot and carried on with ſucceſs; and that 
love both towards God and one another, may re- 
_ t's lively exercile'i in all out churches. 
310 

2. Another cauſe of out atv and unchtiſtian 
heats and contentions, whereby the ruin of our chur- 
ches is evidently threatned, may, perhaps; be ſome 
defect in our eccleſiaſtical government; and that either 
in 's form, or in our wy of adminfftering of it, 16 
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is certain that many of thoſe dangerovs convulſions, 
that fall out ſometimes, in civil ſocieties, ariſe from 
ſome error in the government that they are under; 
as when things evidently unreaſonable and unjuſt 
are required of ſubjects; when ſome are connived 
and countenanced in the manifeſt violation of juf- 
tice; whilſt others that ſtudy to behave themlclves 
orderly, and as becomes good ſubjects, are oppreſſ- 
ed and diſcodraged by thoſe in power: When good 
and wholeſome laws are put not in execution, or 
executed with a partial hand, &c. Such errors and 
blemiſhes in government as theſe, cauſe uncaſinefs 
among ſubjects in civil ſocieties, 


And as errors in the eivil adminiſtration, may, 
and often are followed with uncomfortable and dan- 
gerous effects, fo errors and blemiſhes in church 
government, have a prenicious tendency when 
found in religious focieties; and therefore it ſhould 
be the care and ſtudy of all that defire the peace 
and proſperity of the church of Chriſt, to uſe their 
beſt endeavours towards the rectifying them. ſo ſoon 
as they come to be convinced of them. Our fond- 
neſs for a ſcheme of government handed down to us 
from our progenitors, muſt by no means induce us 
to retain it, when it becomes evident to our under- 
ſtanding, that it is attended with ſuch inconvenien- 
ces, as prove prejudicial to the intereſts of religion, 
and to the peace and edification of the church, 
Chiiſtians of all denominations, how much ſoever 
they differ in other things, are agreed in this, That 
government is neceſſary, to the proſperity, peace and 
lafety of the church of Chriſt ; and the more exact 
and perfect that is, the more effectually will it con- 
* tribute, to the obtaining of thoſe valuable ends. 


* 
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A form of government may be right as to the 
ſub/tance of it, and the e/ential parts whereof it con- 
fiſts, and yet be very detective, and inconvenieat 
as to fome circumſtances that attend the adminiſtra- 
tion of it; this may greatly mar it's beauty, and hin- 
der it's uſefulneſs in the ſocieties of GOD's people. 


The government that Moſes the ſervant of the 
Lord, exerciſed over the children of VJrael in the 
wilderneſs, immediately after their coming up out 


of the land of Egypt, was blameleſs as to the ſub- 


ſtance of it, yet when Jethro his father-in-law came 
to the camp, and had oblerved his management, he, 
told him plainly, Exod. 18. 17. The thing that thou 
doeft is not ged. The government that Moſes diſ- 
penced to the people under his care, was right, no 
doubt, as to the ſubllance of it, yet the way wherein 
he did adminiſter it, was incanvenient both to him- 
ſelf, and to the people under his government; and 
therefore Jethro both gives his reaſons why he found 
fault with his way of adminiſtration, and his advice 
how what he apprehended to be amils might be a- 
mended, Exad, 18. 18,23. Chou wilt ſurely 
** wear away, both thou, and this people that is 
with thee, for this thing is too heavy for thee ; 
tc for thou art not able to perform it thyſelf alone. 
© Hearken now to my voice; I will give the coun- 
„ il, and G OD ſhall be with thee ; be thou the 
s people to Gad-ward, that thou mayſt bring the 
© caales, to GOD: And thou ſhall teach wbem 
„ ordinances, and laws, and ſhewn them the way 
„ whercin they mult walk, and the work that they 
© muſt do, Moreover thou ſhall provide out of all 
„„the people able men, ſuch as fear (50D, men of 
6 truth, hating covetouſneſs: And place ſuch over 
© them, to be rulers of thouſands, rulers of hun- 
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« Jreds, rulers of fiftys, and rulers of tens. And 


jet them judge the people at all ſeaſons: And it 
& ſhall be that every great matter they ſhall bring 
« ynto thee, but every ſmall matter they ſhall jugde: 
« So ſhall it be eaſier for thyſelf, and they ſhall bear 
© the burden with thee, If thou ſhalt do this 
„thing, and GOD command the fo, thou ſhall be 
*« able to endure, and all this people go to their 
e place in peace.“ 


Both Meſes and the people of Jrael, complyed 
with the advice given them, by one that was a ſtran- 
ger to their common · wealth, and GOD himſelf ap- 
proved of them therein. They did not quatrel 
with Jethro for meddling in an affair that did not con- 
cern him; they are preſently convinced that he 
had reaſon on his ſide in what he ſaid, and that it 
was their intereſt to comply with the prudent covn- 
ſel he had given them: And thetefore they fall in 
with it, without reluctancy, or loſs of time. 


Leatned and pious men, have had different ap- 
pre henſions about the form of chutch government, 
what is moſt convenient; framing different ſchemes: 
And contending perhaps too fiercely for them, to 
the wounding of that charity which is both our or- 
rament and our ſtrength. 


My defign in this paper is not to enquire which 
of theſe ſchemes of church government that are plead- 
ed for by learned men, is beſt and moſt agree- 
able to the mind of Cbrig. | fhall fuppoſe and take 
it for granted, that the form of government that is 
in uſe in the churches of New- England is right, as 
to the ſubſtance of it: Yet I am of opinion that ic 
would effectually reach it's end, were there a few 
cittumſtantial alterations made in the manner of it's 
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adminiſtration, and ſome caſes that frequently fall 
out in churches more effectually provided for, than 
now they are; whereby diſorders that too often fall 
out among us, might be either prevented or cured, 


I am perſwaded that if thoſe pious perſons who 
compoſed our platform of church government, were 
now living and had a view of our preſent circum- 
ſtances, they would not think ſome alterations there- 
in altogether unneceſſary, 


The propoſals I am about to make, will, I hope, 
appear to be conliſtent with congregational princi- 
pals, and not diſagreeable to the rules of right rea- 
ſon. The method I deſign to obſerve in this eſſay is, 


1, Tolay down three propoſals of ſome things I 
think needful to be done, in order to the better 
managemeat of church affairs, 


II. I ſhall explain each of them ſeverally, that 
every one may eaſily preceive what I intend by 
them. 


III. I ſhall offer ſome reaſons, ſhewing the expe- 
diency of the things propoſed, 


V. I ſhall anſwer ſome ohjections, as ſeem to ly 
againſt putting the propoſals in execution. 


CHAZSTER: I. 
Prop. J. d \ ga: as particular churches in 


the country, are now governed by 
the brethren in common, under the conduct of 
their paſtors; I propoſe that a competent number 


( ivy 37 ) 


of the moſt judicious, prudent and ſkillful of the 
brethren in each chureh, and ſuch as are in higheſt 
eſteem, both in church and congregation, be cho- 
ſen by the reſt, and ſet a part for the-management 
of all affairs of church gevernment, in all ordina- 
ry caſes, under the conduct of their miniſter for 
the time being. 


Prop. II. That each aſſociation within the bounds 
of this province (each miniſter having a meſſenger 
from the church to which he belongs with bim) 
ſhall make up an ecclefiaftical council or preſbytery, 
to hear and determine all affairs of a religious na- 
ture, that may require the cogniſiance of a council 
of churches according to our preſent practice. 


P?op. III. That two or three miniſters be cho- 
len out of each aſſociation within the bounds of this 
province, and as many meſſengers, every year, ta 
meet in a ſynod in ſome convenient place, to hear 
and finally determine, all ſuch appeals, and referen- 
ces, as ſhall be made to them, by any perſon or per- 
ions that ſhall have any cauſe depending before any 
of the councils mentioned in the ſecond propoſal. 
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In which the fr Propoſal. is explained. 
12 I return to the firſt propoſal; and for Explication 
thereof I would-lay, 
in I, HAT I ſuppoſe it belongs to each church 
y to judge and determine what number of 
of per ſons they will appoint, to manage the 


er eccleſiaſtical government theceot ; and that the 


, 
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number at firſt agreed upon by them, may after- 
wards be increaſed, if their paſtor and they ſhall 
judge it to be for public edification, to do ſo. And 
it any of thoſe perſons ſhall miſbehave themſelves, 
4n any matter that deſerves cenſure, according to 
the rules of church diſcipline, that they ly equally 
open thereunto, with the reſt of their brethren. 


2. That the perſons thus choſen and ſet apart, 


to manage the affairs of the church in order to it's 


better government, may be called the truſtees, over- 


ſeers or elders of the church: And becaule the laſt 
of theſe denominations has been moſt univerſally in 
uſe in the churches of Car tsr, I ſhall retain it in 


this paper, without entering upon the debate, whe- 


ther a ruling elder, having no power from Chriſt 0 
preach the goſpel and adminiſter the ſacrements of the 
New-Tefilament, be of divine right or not? 


I take it for granted, that in each of theſe 
ſmaller ſocieties, the paffor for the time being, be 
conſtant moderator; and that he have he fame pow- 
er over theſe elders that a goſpel miniſter hath over 
the church to which he belongs, by the word of 
GOD, Ir will always be convenient that they chuſe 
one from among themſelves, to be their c/erk, who 
may record all Iheit acte and determinations in a 
book provided for that purpoſe, in a fair and legible 
hand; that any man that ſhall have occaſion to de- 
mand a copy of their proceedings in any particular, 
may have it, provided he be, in one reſpect or o- 
ther, concerned therein himfelf. 


4. That each of thoſe elders have a certain num- 


ber of families belonging to the church aſſigned 
him to take particular care of, and watch over ; 


T WJ 

that diſorders in church members may be prevent - 
ed, if poſſible; and that ſuch diſorders as are found 
among them, may be diſcovered, and cured as loon 
as may be. And perhaps it might contribute to the 
advancement of religion,in our towns, if all the fami- 
lies in our ſeveral congregations, whether church- 
members or not were divided among thoſe elders 
that all that will voluntarily ſubmit to their overſight, 
might in a private way, be ſtited up to their duty, 
and reſtrained - or reclaimed from a vicious courſe 
of life, in as far as theſe elders are capable of being 
inſtrumental herein. | 


When any perſon ſhall Ggnify to the paſtor, 
his deſire to join himlelf to the church, as a viſible 
member thereof; it will be convenient, that this 
5 be publicly intimated to the whole Church, and 
that he ſtand propounded a competent ſpace of 
time, that it any have any thing to object againſt 
his admiſſion, he may have opportunity to do it. 
If no objection be made againſt his admiſſion, the 
miniſter and elders may proceed to enquite into, 
and examine his qualifications for partaking of 
ſpecial ordinances, and in caſe they (hall find ſatis- 
faction herein, the miniſter may, in a full aſſembly of 
the church briefly exprels the grounds of their ſatis- 
{action as to ms fitneſs for church communion,and 
then receive him as a member of the church in 
the ſame manner uſually practiced among us. 
Whether it will be neceſſary to call for a vole of 
ie church, upon this occaſion or not? I leave to 
e conſidered. 


Ie 


6. If any objection ſhall be made againſt the 
d miſſion of any perſon that defires to join himſelt 
[ue Church as a viſible member of it, which 
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lofficient witneſſes. 
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objection ſhould be made to the miniſter privately, 
it-will be convenient that the miniſter and elders 
conſider the objection deliberatcly 3 both parties 
being preſent together with what the perſon that 
made the objection hath further to offer to inforce 
it ; and what the perſon againſt whom the objecti- 
on is made, ' hath to offer in his own vindication : 
And it after a'full hearing, the obj-Aion ſhall be 
found to be of ſufficient weight, it will be fit no 
doubt, to delay his admiſſion, until he ſhall give 
ſatistaction in that particular. On the other 
hand, if they ſhall find upon examination that 
the objection is not of ſufficient weight to hin- 
der the perſon's admiſſion, or that it is not fup- 
ported with ſufficient evidence, it will be fit in 
that caſe, that they uſe proper means to remove 
the ſcruples of the diſſatisfied brother, and then 
proceed to admit the perſon propounded, to the 
communion of the church: Yet if the brother that 
objected againſt his admiſſion, ſhall ſtill remain 
diſlatisfied after all, he may if he will, appeal to 
the hearing of the council mentioned in the ſecond 
propoſal. But it will not be convenient to carry 
any cauſe before the council or pre/bytery, before 
it has been confidered by the miniſter and elders of 
that church where it had its riſe, 


7. AI public church eenſures ſhould be diſpenc- 
ed pubiicly, belore the whole church and congrega- 
ticn, and that grave/y, prudently and with great 
compaſſion and lender neſs, that the end for which 
they are inflicted, may be the better reached. And 
care ſhould be had that the cenſure paſſed upon a- 
ny dilorderly perſon, bear a juſt proportion to the 
nature and degree of the offence, that he or ſhe is 
chargable with, and that his or her guilt be made 
evident, either by his or her own conteſſion, or by 
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their conſidetation, may have liberty to appeal ta 
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If any of the brethren of the church ſhall he diſ- 
tatisfied with the proecedings of the miniſter and 
elders, in their cenfſuring any offending member; 
they may give in their objections in writing ſub- 
ſcribed, in a time and place convenient : And when 
ſuch objections are tabled, the miniſter may appoint 
the time and place when he with the elders of the 
church will conſider, the objections made againſt 
their proceedings, that all concerned may attend : 
When the time of hearing is come, and they that 
objected againſt their proceedings have been fully 
heard, and the affair duly conſidered; if they find 
that what has been alledged againſt their proceed - 


' ings is not ſufficient to perſwade them to make any 


alteration, it will be convenient that they uſed due 


pains, to convince thoſe that have objected againſt 


what they have done of their miſtake : And then 
proceed, to the infl:Qting of the cenſure according 
to their firſt, concluſion, Yet if they that objected a- 
gainſt their proceedings ſhall (till remain diſſatisfied, 
after all the pains that has been taken to give them 
ſatis faction; they may, if they pleaſe, appeal to the 
hearing of the council or preſoytery. 


8. That any perſon that hall think himſelf 
wronged by any determination made by the miniſter 
and elders, in any other matter that ſhall fall under 


the council, that none may be wronged in his reli- 
gious concerns, without hope of redrels, 


xx 
CAHP:-TER II. 


Containing ſome Reaſons why I think the frſ pros 
7 po/al expeatent, 


Reaf. i. H A T which. is here propoſed is no 

mcre than what the igt and law of 
nature which is the /aw of God directs all large ſo- 
cieties unto, that have the government of them» 
ſelves committed to them; as appears by their fall- 
ing in univerſally with this method, All common- 
wealths think it adviſable to choole from among 
themſelves, a few of the moſt judicious and ſkill- 
ful, and ſuch on whoſe integrity and faithfulneſs 
they can ſafely depend, to manage all their affairs 
for them, that are of a public nature, So it is 
in Great. Britain where the third part of the le- 
gillative power, according to the conſtitution is 
lodged in the commons ; for though every freehold- 
er has a natural right to ſit in parliament, yet they 
look upon it as more prudent to delegate a certain 
number of the molt capable perſons among them, 
to manage the affairs of government for them : 
Which is ſo far from being any detriment to the 
public, that it contributes greatly to the honour 
and ſafety of the kingdoms. I think it cannot be 
faid,vpon any ſolid grounds that Chriſt the king and 
head ot his church, hath ia his word plainly and ex- 
prelly determined this affair otherwiſe, ſo that chriſti- 
uns are not at their liberty to fall in with his 
ſcheme, if chey ſhall judge it to be for public ediſi- 
cation; for if it were thus determined, it could no 
longer be matter of debate among pious and un- 
derſlanding chiiltians as now it is. 


Real. 2. It is ſcarce to be ſuppoſed that, the mas 
jor part of a church that eonſiſts of many members, 
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ſhould be well ſkilled in the management of mats 
teis of government, and therefore it cannot be im- 
prudent in them to commit the management of 
church-affairs, to thoſe amongſt themfelves, whom 
they look upon as beſt qualified for it, and moſt 
likely to manage matters ſo as may molt effc ctually 
contribute to the purity, peace, ſafety and welfare 
of the whole church : tor that government muſt be 
beſt, that does moſt effectually anſwer the ends of 
government, whatever objections may ſeem to ly 
apainſt it; this is no more than what all ſocieties 
do, that have a juſt concern for their own honour, 
comfort and ſafety, 


Reaſ. 3. It may be obſerved, that what is every 
man's buſineſs, in things of a public nature, 1s too 
often looked upon as no man's buſineſs, and fo 
comes to be univerſally neglected: Oa the other 
hand, where the management of affairs is commit- 
ted to a few, they look upon it as their honour and 
dignity, as well as their duty to manage them to the 
beſt advantage. 

Every church-member will readily grant that it 
is his duty to watch over the re(t of his brethren; 
yet | fear this duty is too univerſally neglected a- 
mong us. Many will blame the church that proper 
means are not improved to bring diſorderly mem- 
bers to repentance and reformation, but tew take 
any part of that blame to themſelves, though they 
beequally concerned with the reſt of their brethren : 
Beſides it is too evident that thoſe chriſtians that 
oidinarily frequent our religious aſſemblies, f they 
be not church-members, are under no ccclefia{tical 
government at all, to the great prejudice of relt- 
pion; and in many of our churches, thole that are 
the children of the church ate too much neglect 
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ed in this refpe& ; which inconveniences would be 
in part removed in the method propoſed, 


Keaſ. 4. It is certain that, the majority of a 
church, if large, are not always the moſt capable to 
manage the government of it; and yet the weigh- 
tieſt matters are determined by a plurality of votes: 
Is there not then danger that chriſtians be wronged 
in their moſt valuable concerns, by the method in 
vie among us? I would here add, when any perſon 
is admitted as a church-member, there is not ordi- 
narily any enquiry made, whether he be qualified 
for church-government or not; neither do | think, 
that it hath been practiſed in any of our churches 
to reject any man that offers to join himſelf to the 
church, as a member of it, meerly becaule he wants 

ualifications for government: And yet upon his 
admiſſion, he has as good a right to vote in the 
moſt important affairs, as the moſt judicious, pru- 
dent and ſkillful member of it. 


If it be ſaid, that church-members do not uſoal- 
ly offer to vote in church matters, immediately up- 
on their admiſſion, but delay for ſome time to do 
fo, until they gain experience: To this I anſwer, 
There is nothing to hinder their voting as ſoon as 
they are admitted, if they pleaſe; and if they may 
without blame, wave their privilege for a ſhort time, 
why may they not do fo for a longer, it the greater 
good of the church require it ? 


Reaf 5, In a democratical way of managing 
church- government, it is not an eaſy matter to ex- 
amine doubtful and difficult cauſes fo thoroughly, 
as may be ncedtul: this is found by experience, io be 
done better, by a few well qualified perlons, than 
by a multitude and in a croud, 


FP as } | 
Reaf. 6. By this method, the few-intruſted with 


the management of church affairs would by long 
experience, become very expert and ſkillful in things 
of this nature: And by their having the eyes of the 
whole church and congregation upon them, they 
would be obliged to be very careful and citeum- 
ſpe in all their determinations, which would turn 
greatly to the honour, purity, peace and edificati- 
on of the church, 


4 
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Reaſ. 7. By this method, the whole brother-hood 
would not be obliged to attend upon church meets 
ings, as now they are, to their worldly lots and diſ« 


y 
3 zdvantage ; eſpecially poor labourers and mecha- 
5 nics, who find enough to do to ſupport their fami- 
$ lies by all their induſtry : And yet the few ſet apart 
$ to manage the affairs of the church, would not be 
: obliged according to this method, to more frequent, 
- nor longer attendance in church- meetings, than now 

they are, according to the preſent uſage. 
- Reaſ. 8. Neither do I think the method propo- 
- ſed altogether deſtitute of precedents in holy ſerip- 
0 ture to countenance it: We are told in Acts 14. 23. 
7 And when thy bad ordained them elders in every 
8 church, and bad prayed with faſting, they commended 
y them to the Lord, on whom they believed. 
7 
r Here I obſerve, © 

1. That the apoſiles,” Paul and Barnabas are ſaid 

to ordain elders in each of theje churches, lately ga- 
8 . thered by them, tom among theGentiles of thoſe 
* paris; there was a plurality of them appointed in 
7 tach of them. 
be — 
in 2. Considering the ſtare of the churches in the 


infancy of the goſpel kingdom, it is probable that 


[ 22 ] 


thoſe churches, that the inſpired hiſtorian here 
ſpeaks of, were not very numerous; and being with- 
all in a ſtate of perſecution, and the members of 
them for the moſt part of the poorer fort (ſee 1Cor- 
1. 20.) It is not to be ſuppoſed that all thoſe elders 
which the apoſtles ordaine were preachers, or that 
theſe churches were then capable io ſupport-a plu- 
rality of ſuch elders. To me it leems more proba 
ble that the greater part of them were ſome of the 
moſt judicious and prudent of the brethren, choſen 
by the reſt, and ſet apart by the apoſtles, to man- 
age the affairs of the churches to which they did 
belong, and under the conduct of their paſtors. 


We are alſo told in Titus 1. 5: For this cauſe left 
. T thee in Crete, tbat thou ſpouldeſi jct in order the things 
that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as 


4 have appoinied thee. 


Here obſerve, 

1. That Paul left Titus in Crete, that he might 
regulate lome public affairs among them of a reli- 
gious nature, and particularly, at be ſhould oraain 
elders in every city; which is the ſame as if he had 
ſaid in every church; for there were few cities then, 
and long after this, that had more than one church 
in them, and how ſmall ſoever the churches were, 
Titas is directed to ordain a plurality of elders in 


each of them, 


2. That theſe elders were not all preaching elders, 
is probable for the reaſons above alledged; it is 
much more likely that they were ſuch as had the af- 
fairs of the church committed to their managment, 
relating to her government, under the conduct of 
their paſtors, that thoſe ſacred ſocieties might be 


under a due regulation, 


* 


members as to the matters of church government. 


© # 


And that text recorded in 1 Tim. 5. 17. Let the 
elders that rale well, be accounted worthy F double 
benour, eſpecially ibey thas labour in the werd and 
dofrrine; leems to countenance this conjecture: for 
here we have {ome elders repreſented to us, as wor- 
iy of double bonour,” on the account of their rulirg - 
1 , though they do not labour in the word and doc- 
trine, which makes it evident that, there were ſuch 
ip the church, in the days of the apoſtles. 


Next, there is a manifeſt diſtinction made in the 
text between ſome elders that rule well, yet do not 
labour in the word and dofirine, and others that both 
rule well, and labour in the word and doctrine 189, 
1 he firſt were ſuch as Calvin calls, Crn/ores morum, 
they watchedover the manners of the church-meme 
bers, and join with their paſtor in diſpencing the 
diſciphne of the church. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
In which ſome Objections again the firſt Propoſal 


are confidered, 


COME in the next place to anſwer ſome Objece 
lions that ſeem to ly againſt this propoſal, 


Oli. 1. That the more ignorant and unſkillful 
members of a chutch, are uſually influenced in their 
voting in any affair of weight that comes before 
them, by the practice of the more judicious and 
Laillful, fo that their ignoronce is no damage to the 
intereſts of religion, which takes off the force of 
the argument for the propoſal, taken from the ig: 
norance and unſkilfulneſs of many of our church» 


Ca , 
To this I anſwer, | 


r. I grant that it is often ſo as is repreſented in 

the 04je27on, though I cannot much commend this 

way ot voting, eſpecially in weighty affairs, for they 

= 3 in judgment, but as it were by an implicite 
ait 


2, If they that are ignorant and unſkilful in church 
government, depend upon and wholly follow the 
| mga: of the more prudent and ſkillful, could it 

any loſs to the church, if the moſt prudent, ju- 
dicious and ſkillful were left to manage by them- 
ſelves without ſuch a clog upon them ? What is 
done to any good purpoſe in the management of 
church goverament, is done by a few prudent, ju- 
dicious perſons that are in our churches, And by 
the ſcheme propoſed, it might be done with leſs 


trouble and iacumbrance than now it is. 


3. Though in ordinary caſes the ignorant and un- 
Tkillful members of our churches, are very much in- 
fluenced by their prudent and judicious brethren, 
yet it is not always ſo, for if a church ſhall be ſo un- 
happy as to fall into parties, which too often is the 
caſe with us, they that are moſt ignorant, may bs 
and often are the moſt willful and head-itrong ; and 
in ſuch caſes take little or no notice what their bet» 
ters do, unleſs it be to oppoſe them, 


O. 2. By the ſcheme propoſed, the greater num- 
ber of the brethren, would diveſt themſelves of all 
wer to concur in the management of church- 
affairs, which is a privilege they have been long in 
the the poſſe ſſion of, : | 


*. 
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To this I anſwer, 


1. That the brethren of the church, by chuſing 

a certain number of the moſt judicious and prudent 
perſons from among themſelves, for managing all 
church affairs relating to it's government, cannot be 
thought to be a divetting themſelves of any power 
they either have, or ſuppoſe themſelves to have; it 
is only to employ their power to the churches great- 
er ſatety and edification. The commons of Great - 
Britain do not diveſt themſelves of any power by 
their chuſing of fit perſons to repreſent them in, 
parliament, | 


2. It is the praftice in the churches of this coun- 
try, to ſend their mergers to repreſent them in 
councils, when there is occaſion of their doing ſo ; 
yet none look upon this as a diveſting themſelves 
of any power; and why ſhould this that is here pro- 
poſed be thought to be ſo more than the other ? 


3. To me it ſeems evident that the government 
of particular churches cannot be managed ſo well 
in the way that it is commonly followed, as it might 
be in the method propoſed. OY ' 

Oj. 3. Some perhaps may ſay the method pro- 
poſed would be an innovation, it would be a depart- 
ing from the way that we add our fathers have walk - 
ed in, ever ſince our coming to the country, and 
lo reject ĩt without allowing it a conſideration. 


To ſuch I would ſay, 


1. That the caſe of the churches in this country ö 
is new in ſome reſpects; and the finding out and 
applying new 3 new diſtempers, cannot 
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be thought imprudent or culpable, provided they 
be proper and fuitable. 
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2: Some other churches have found in their own 
experience, the method propoſed, (without any ve- 
ry conſiderable difference) to be, through the bleſſ- 
ing of GOD, ſubſervient to the maintaining and 
promoting of their peace, purity, and edification, 
which may encourage us to make trial of it. 
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3. With me it is beyond all debate, that there is 
need that ſomething be done, more than has yet 
been done, both to render government in particu- 
lar churches more effeaual than now it is, and out 
councils more deciſive than now they ate. 
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| CHAPTER Y. 
berein what 1 intend by the Second Propoſal is 
explained, 
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H E ſecond propoſal is, that each affociati- 

on within this province, (each miniſter hav- 

" ing a meſſenger along with him, from the 

church to which he belongs,) make up an ecclef- 

1 aſtical council or preſhytery, to hear and determine 

I: all affairs of a religious nature, that according ta 

our preſent uſage requires the cognizance of a coun+ 
eil of churches. 


And for the better underſtanding of this 
Propoſal obſerve, 


1. That. theſe preſbyteries ſhould manage all af- 
fairs that require the conſideration of a council of 
churches, according to the preſent uſage, which 
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_ 1 
fall ariſe within their own bounds: They may alſo 
* conſider what may contribute moſt effectually to 
the edification, peace and purity of the ſeveral 


churches under their care, and ſtrengthen one the 
other in the exercile of church diſcipline, 


3. That the meſſengers ſent from the feveral 
churches to theſe preſbyteries, be choſen out of 
thoſe elders mentioned in the firſt propoſal : And 
to prevent that confuſion that multitudes often oc. 
caſion, it may be convenient that there be no more 
of thoſe elders than miniſters. 


3. It may be convenient that theſe prefbyteries 
meet once in the month or ſix weeks, and that the 


time of their meeting be fixed, that they that ſhall 


have any affair to lay before them, may know when 
to attend them; fo there will be always a remedy 
at hand when any difference ariſes in any of our 
churches, and a fit remedy may be applyed beforg 
the diſtemper become through delay incurable, 


4. It will be convenient, when theſe preſbyteries 
ſhall meet at any time to do buſineſs, that they open 
their meeting with a ſer mon, pertinent to the occaſi- 
on of their coming together, preached by any perſon 
whom they ſhall ſee meet to appoint for that ſervice, 


5. After ſermon and prayer, it will be convenient 
that they proceed to the choice of a moderator, wha, 
may continue in office for one year from the 
time of his being choſen, or to the fitting of the 
ſynod, to be deſcribed in the third propofal ; it wilt 
be needful alſo that they chuſe a clerk to make mi- 
nutes of all their acts and determinatjons, and keep 
a record of them, And he may in the ſirſt place 
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draw up a catalogue of the conſtituent members of 
the preſbytery, the miniſters in one column, and 
the ruling elders in another, 


6. That all affairs that ſhall come before theſe 
preſbyteries be determined by a plurality of votes, 
after deliberate and ſufficient reaſoning upon them; 
cach member having free liberty allowed him to 
declare his mind: Each member giving his vote 
with an audible voice, upon the clerk's reading o- 
ver the catalogue deliberately, by anſwering yea, or 
no, according as the queſtion ſhall be ſtated by the 
moderator, with the advice of the reſt of the mem- 
bers of the preſbytery, when his name ſhall be 
mentioned. ä | 


7. That any vote be thought deciſive in any af- 
fair, it the major part of the whole ſhall agree to it. 


8. When any affair is brought before any of theſe 
preſbyteries by an appeal, from a particular church, 
It will be moſt convenient that neither the miniſter 


nor elder belonging to that church, be allowed to 


fit as judges in that particular affair. 


9. That any that ſhall be diſſatisfied with any de- 
termination, that ſhall be made by any of theſe pret- 


byteries, in any affair wherein they themſelves are 


concerned, may appeal to the hearing of the ſynod 
mentioned in my third propoſal, if they fee cauſe 
which appeal ought to be made, at Icaſt verbally, 
while the pre/ayteryis ſitting and in a convenienttime 
after it is thus given in, committed to writing, back - 
ed with ſuch reaſons as moved them to make it, a 
copy whereot is to be ſent to the moderator, or clerk 
of che preſbytery, ſubſcribed by the party therein 
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concerned: Which reaſons the preſpytery may an- 
ſwer, and have their anſwer ready againſt the time 
of hearing by the ſynod. 


10, When any of thoſe preſbyteries ſhall meet to 
conſider any affair that may come before them, from 
any of the particular churches under their care, it 
will be convenient that, they do not meet within 
the bounds of that church that gave occaſion to. 
their meeting, but in ſome fit place near to it, and that 
the members of the preſbytery, do either bear their 
own expences while they are together, or that their 
charges be bore by the churches to which they be · 
long; and that they do not ſuffer any of the con- 
tending parties to bias them, by private informa- 
tions, which they are in danger to do when they 
lodge in their houſes, and are maintained by thoſe 
that are parties to the cauſe before them, 


T1, When any affair is tabled before anyof thoſe 
preſbyteries, it will be moſt convenient, that it be 
done in writing, ſubſcribed by the party that 
makes the complaintof wrong or injuſtice done him, 
cither by way of appeal or petition, 


* . L 


CAFE: 


Fi herein ſome Reaſons ore offered to ſew the expe- 
diency of ti, Prepuſal. 
Come in the next place to give ſome Rraſons 


why 1 judge what is here propoſed to be ex- 
pedient, | 


Reaf. 1. By this method of management, they 
that are to hear, judge and determine in any affair 
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that may ariſe in any of our churches, muſt. be al- 
lowed to be the beſt acquainted with the cauſe ir 
ſelf, and with the character of the contending pat- 
ties, and with the witneſſes that may be made uſe 
of therein, which muſt be a conſiderable advantage, 
It is a loſs undoubtedly when firangers to the cauſe 


and to the perſons concerned in it, are called to 
judge in matters of weight, 


2. This method of proceeding, would effectual- 
Iy prevent contending parties in their uſing en- 
deavours to bring together a council that may be 
partial in their intereſt, or ſuch as may be ſuſpected ta 
be fo, our prefent way of managing affairs of this 
nature ſeems too much to expofe councils, and 
render them contemptible. | 


3. By this method diſorders that ariſe in any 
+++ cont church, or where contentions happen 

tween one church and another might find a re- 
medy, before the diſtemper becomes incurable, and 
before men's ſpirits are fo exalperated that the cure 
of their diviſions becomes very difficult; or this 
would be a remedy always at hand, and yet withe 
out any alteratioa in the common practice, but 
what would be purcly circumſtantial. 


CHATTER . 


herein ſome Objections that may be made againfl 
this Propoſal are conſidered. 


Oby. 1. be may perhaps, be ſaid by ſome that 
this method of managing eccleſtaſtical 
affalts would deprive particular caurches, that 


i] 
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have need of the advice and aſſiſtance of a coun⸗ 
cil, of a liberty to chuſe whom they will call to 
their help. 


To this 1 anſwer, 


1. That, this can be no real loſs to any, ſeeing in 


the method propoſed, they are to be judged or 


adviſed by thoſe, who muſt be ſuppoſed to be moſt 
capable to judge and adviſe in ſuch affairs as may 
come before them, and as they are under no temp- 
tation to be partial in their determinations, 


2. That all matters of controverſy, that may 
fall out in our churches, or between one church 
and another, may by the method propoſed, be 
brought to a ſpeedy and comfortable iſſue, which 
will be a fufficient compenſation, for any ſeeming 
inconvenience that may attend it. 


3. All this may be done, with leſs expences to 
the parties concerned in the controverſies, than 
now they are obliged unto, and with fewer incone 
veniencies, than our preſent method of manage« 
ment is attended with, 


Oi. 2. Some perhaps may ſay, that this me- 
thod would oblige the churches in the country to 
a ſtanding council, which ſeems inconſiſtent with 
congregational principles, | 


To this I ſay, 


1: That I do not-ſuppoſe that the ruling elders 
from the ſeveral churches ſhould be ſtill the ſame, 
but altered and changed as the churches to which 
they belong, ſhall I judge expedient, 
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. There lying an appeal from the determinations 
of theſe preſpyteries which will make amends for a- 
ny inconvenience that, may ſeem to attend the me- 
thod propoſed. I may add that, it will make thoſe 
preſbyteries or councils, very careful and circum- 
. in their determinations, knowing that the af- 


airs which come before them, may fall under the 
conſideration of others, no leſs ſkilled in government. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
herein the Third Propoſal js explained, 


7 come in the next place to explain the Third Propoſal 
which is, Won 


HAI there be we or three mini ers chaſen 
out of each preſbytery, within the bounds of 
this province, and as many ruling elders, the mi- 
niſtets to be choſen by the preſbytery, whereof they 
are members, and the ruling elders by the churches 
to which they belong, every year to meet in a /y- 
nod, in ſome convenient place, to hear and finally 
determine all ſuch appeals and references, as ſhall 
be made unto them, by any perſon or perſons, that 
ſhall have a matter depending before any of thöſe 
preſbyteries, mentioned in my ſecond propoſal, and 
ſhall be diffatisfied with their determination; or 
when any of thoſe preſbyteries ſhall refer any affair 
that is laid before them, to the hearing of the Hnod, 
becauſe of ſome difficulty they find In it, 


— 


That what I intend by this propoſal may be 
the more evident, I would obſerve, 


1. That, I do not ſuppoſe, that the members of 
this /510d ſhould be always ube ſume, but that there 
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be 4 nero and free elodlion both of the minifters and 
elders that are to be the members of this /ynod, eves 


ry year, leaving the preſbyteries, and churthes whol« 
y to their liberty therein. 


2. I ſuppoſe that it will be convenient that, this 


fonoa ſhould meet once in the year, at a fated tims 


by themſelves agreed upon, that there may be a 
remedy always at hand when the caſe of any of our 


churches may need help. 


3. It will be convenient that, whenever this ſy- 
nod ſhall meet, that they open their meeting with 
a /ermon preached by one of their number, and ſuit- 
ed to the occaſion; and after ſermon and prayer 
that they proceed to the choice of a moderator, ta 
continue in office till the next ſynod, and a clerk te 
take minutes of their acts and determinations, and 
to keep a record of them. 


4. That this ſynod when it ſhall have diſpatched 
ſuch buſineſs as comes before them, appoint the 
time and place of their next meeting, leaving a po- 
er with the moderator, to call them together at any 
time, before the day appointed, if the cafe of the 
churches ſhall make that neceſſary, 


5. I ſuppoſe that the determinations of this ſynod 
ſhall put an end to all controverſies that may ariſe 
in our churches, unleſs that better information ap- 
pear, which would have influenced the detetminati- 
on had it appeared before it was made; in that caſs 
the parties concerned may deſire a review of the 
affair, and it may be granted them. 


6, When an appeal K made from any preſtytery | 
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to this ſynod, it will be convenient that the members 
of it be not allowed to fit as judges in that affair: 
bur if any buſinefs be referred to the ſynod, by a- 
ny of the preſbyteries, wherein they have made no 
determination; I ſee nothing that may hinder their 
concurring with their brethren in judging of it, 


After theſe things, 


7. The ſynod may proceed to the reading of the 
appeal, or reference made unto them, and all papers 
relating to either, all parties being preſent, and ha- 
ving full liberty allowed them to offer every thing 
that they judge may give light in the affair, under 

reſent conſideration; after which, the parties being 
removed, the ſynod may apply themſelves to the 
ferious conlideration of the affair committed to their 
management, and what has been ſaid upon it pro 
and con;every member of the ſynod having had full 
liberty cooffer his thoughts upon it, And when they 
are ready to come to a vote, it may be convenient, 
(the parties concerned being called in) that the mo- 
derater deſire one of the members of the ſynod to 
go to prayer, to beg /ight and direction in the affair 
before them; and immediately atter prayer, (the 

arties being again removed) the gueſlion being fair- 
by ſtated and ſufficiently explained, the catalogne be- 
ing deliberately read over by the clerk, each member 
of the ſynod may give his vote with an aadible 
voice, when his name is called upon, one being ap- 
pointed to mark the votes faithfully. After this, 
the votes being numbered, the reſult of the ſynod 
may be drawn up accordingly, and then the par- 
tics may be called in, the reſult of the ſynod may 
be read unio them by the clerk, the moder ator may 


back all with ſuch exboriations and per ſtwaſions as he 
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judges, and they ſuch as are free from all tempta- 


ek at a 
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may judge moſt proper, to induce the parties con- 
cerned,, to peace and concord; after this the parties 
may have a copy of the reſult, ſubſeribed by the 
clerk of the lynod, which is to be a final determi- 
nation of that affair, his 


8. That no vote be conſidered as deciſve in any 
affair, unleſs it be agreed unto by the major part 
of the body, as was laid in the exp/anation of the 
ſecond propolal, 
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CHATTER IS 


I berein ſeme Reaſons ore effered to ew the expe- 
diency of this Propuſah 


Reaſ. 1. N this method of managing church af- 
fairs, no man could be in danger of be- 
ing wrenged in his religious concerns, 

ſeeing. he may have a 1hreefola hearing of any cauſe 

wherein he is concerned, and that before different 


tions to be parizal, as can be among men in a ſtate 
of imperfection. 


2, If the old maxim be true as I think it is, viz. 
Supplicare et appeligre ſunt juris naturalis, i. e. to 
ſupplicate and appeal are of natural right, men can- 
not be caly where this liberty 1s not allowed them; 
and on the contrary when men are allowed all the 
liberty that they can claim by any natural right, they 
are the more likely to acquieſce in the equizty of the 
de termination. 


3. This method would effectually prevent con- 
tending parties endeavouring to bring together, (as 
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n council) ſuch men as they hope, will judge in theie 
favour; for let a council be never ſo impartial, their 
being choſen and maintained by a party, will ren - 
der them ſuſpected. 


4. By this method the multiplying of councils to 
hear the /ame cauje would be prevented, which 
would be very deſirable, ſeeing the multiplying of 
councils, as now practiced, has a native tendency 
to cauſe beats and miſunderſtandings between both 
miniſters and churches, to the diſhonour of GOD, 
and the reproach of religion; and yet 4þe/e councils, 
cannot effeCt any thing to purpole, ſeeing councils, 
according to our preſent conflitution, are co-ordinate 
powers, and therefore cannot judge of one anothers 
actings, no more than one particular church can 
judge of the acts of another, ſo as to give ſatisfac - 
tion by their determinations. 


g. In all matters of difference that fall out in ſa- 
cieties, there is a neceſſity that there be a final! de- 
termination, without which, peace and unity cannot 
be maintained in them; and therefore where this 
15 not provided for, the government appears at firſt 

view to be lame and defective. 


CHAHANRIER K 


F herein ſome Objections that may be ag int 
this Pr opoſal are conſidered, 


ON. 1. Y this method of management all 
power would be taken out of the 


hands of particular churches, 
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To this I anſwer, 
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1. That I ſee no reaſon why any ſhould think ſo, 


ſeeing I do not ſuppoſe that the preſbyreries ſhould 
meddle with any thing, but what requires the con- 
ſideration of a counci! of churches, according to our 
preſent uſage; and that nothing be brought before 
any ſynod, until it hath been conſidered by one of 
thoſe preſbyteries deſcribed in my /econd propoſal, 


2. There being an equal number of miniſters, and 
ruling elders, both in the preſbyteries and ſynods, 
and all of them having an equal power, both to rea- 


ſon and vote in any affair that may come before them, 


muſt be ſufficient to prelerve.the privileges of our 


churches trom being incroached upon by deligning 
men, 


3. The perſons that would repreſent our church- 
es according to the ſcheme propoled, both in preſby- 
reries and ſy nods, ſhould be the molt judicious and 
prudent men we have among us, and therefore thers 
could be no danger of there being impoſed upon. 


Oby. 2. Some perhaps may ſay, this {cheme can- 
not be reduced to practice, without the concurrence 


of the civil magiſirate, which is not at pteſent to be 
expected, 


To this I anſwer, That, 


1. I ſee no reaſon to think ſo, provided the chaurch« 
es in the country lee cauſe to agree to it. It is cer- 
tain that fome ſuch method for managing religious 
affairs was in uſe in the primitive church, before 


there was any chriſtian c:v3/ magifirate to concur 
with them therein, 


2. If any partiteular church ſhall judge the fr/# 
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at leaſt) will fee cauſe to put it in practice in part, 
though. they cannot fall in with the whole ſcheme, 
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to be for edification, I cannot foreſee any 
thing that can hinder their putting it in practice. 


Again if @/! the miniſters and churches within a 
viciouy, or the greateſt part of them ſhall approve 
of the ſecond propoſal, there can be no great diffi. 
culty in there reducing it to practice within 
there own bounds. And in cale the generality of the 
churches in the province ſhall approve of the whole 
{cheme, they may ealily concert meaſures for their 
meeting in a ſynod, and when they are once met they 

may lay down ſome general rules, tor their meeting 
and managing matters allerwards, 


O6j. 3. It is not to be ſuppoſed, that all the 
churches in the country will fall in with the ſcheme 
propoled,and it they do not, it mult come to nothing, 


To this I would ſay, 


1. J am not ſo vain as to think that a//the church- 
es in the country will fall in with the ſcheme pro- 
poſed, it is probable that byg a few of them will, 
And if it ſhould be ſo, I ſhall have the ſatisfaction 
to think that I have offered my b endeavours to- 
wards their pcace and ſafety. 


2. Whereas the ſcheme conſiſts of /everal parts, 
and they in a manner ſo independent on one another, 
that one may be put in practice without the reſt, [ 
cannot but hope that our churches, (ſome of them 


and thus from a perſwaſion that it is there intereſt 
to do 10, 


3. Though ſome reſuſe to comply with the me- 
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thod propoſed, this needeth not hinder the putting 
it in practice by ethers that may judge it expedient, 
provided the number of churches that ſhall ſtand 
out be not very conſiderable, 


1 


FON 


T is too evident to be denied, that there is need 

of ſometbing to be done, towards the preſerving 
the Purity and peace of our Churches, beyond what 
is done in or preſent way of managing church af 
fairs. It is certain, that church members are not 
ſo watchful over one another as they ſhould be, and 
in many of our towns, the chileren of the church, 
are wholly neglected. 


And as to thoſe that make up our religious af- 
ſemblies, if not churcb- members, they are under no 
ecclefiaſtical government at all, though many of them 
have had a religious education, and duely attend on 
the public ordinances of religion, as hearing the 
word preached, joining with the church in offering 
vp their ſolemn addreſſes to G O D, in prayer and 
praiſes ; have a hand in chooſing miniſters, and con- 
tributing freely to the ſupport of the goſpel where 
they live, profeſſing faith in Cuxtsr and depend- 
ancę on him for ſalvation; and ſtudying many of 
them, to live according to the rules of the goſpel, 
and yet ate looked upon as aliens from the common- 
wealth of Tfrael, by all which religion ſoems ta 
ſuffer greatly. 


It is a pity that any ſhould be ſo wedded to the 
minute circumſtances ef a ſcheme of government of 
bumane compeſure, as to indanger the looſing of the 
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ſuhſlance for the fake of a padow, and fo miſs of the 
end, for which church government was appointed, 


If any ſhall approve of the /ub/ance of the ſcheme. 
of church government herein propoſed, but diſlike 
ſome /efer things in it, they are allowed their liberty 
to alter and amend it as they pleaſe, provided they 


. ſhall thereby make it more univerſally uſeful and ac- 


ceptable to the churches of CHRIST in the country; 
Or if they pleaſe to draw up one wholly new that 
may be more for the public edification than this is 
likely to be, I ſhall rejoice in it, for I herein aim 


chiefly, (I hope) at the good of religion and the e- 
dification of GOD's people, 


If any man ſhall engage in this neceſſary undertak- 
ing, it will be needful that he remember, that theie 
two things be provided for, in any ſcheme of church 
government whereby our peace may be reſtored and 
maintained; ½. That /iberty of appeal be allowed to 
any perſon that ſhall think himſelt wronged, by any 
determine: ion made in any affair, wherein he is con- 
eerned. 240% That, there be ſome way agreed up- 
on to bring matters of coatroverſics to a final and 
friendly iſſue, ſo that orderly church members may 
acquieſce in the determination, and this be to them 
the end of (trite, 


The method I have herein propoſed is the 36,1 
could think of, and if the churches in the town and 
country would fee cauſe to fall in with it, I am per- 
ſwaded that the intereſts of religion would not ſuf« 
fer by their doing ſo. 


Some perhaps may ſay, that the reaſon why heats 
and contentions prevail in ſome of our churches, ig 
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not owing to any Yefe2 in our church government: 
but to our not putting the rules laid down in out 
platform in due execution. | | 


To this I anſwer, a 
1. That, it would be charitable in any that think 
ſo, to ſhow wherein we are faulty in this particular, 
and what is to be done by us that we may manages 
our eccleſiaſtical government with greater ſucceſs 
than now we do. 


2. It is evident that after we have tryed one coun- 
eil after another in the caſe of ſuch divifions, as 
ſometimes fall out in ſome of our churches, we are 
as far from peace, as when we firſt engaged in the 
debate. So that the /aft remedy, and the only e 
l one is to divide the church into two or three leſſer 
ſocieties; which is not, (I am perſwaded) the moſt 
proper means-that can be to increaſe and ſtrengthen 
mutual love among us, which is both our ornament 
and our ſtrength, thoſe means can ſcarcely be tho't 
to be of God the author of good, that rarely if ever 
reach the end for which they are choſen. 


I may here add, that if we would fall in with the 
ſcheme here propoſed, it would put us ina capacity 
to repreſent the grievances of our churches, in caſe 
any per ſon or pariy of men ſhould go about to in- 
eroach upon our religious privileges, to the court of 
C eat Britain, better and more effectually than now 
we can; for ſuch a /ynod as is here propoſed, would 
be a full repreſentative of all the churches in the 
Province, and a repreſentation or petition coming 

rom a body of people lo united, would be muck 
more regarded than one coming from one ſingle per- 


T * 
fon, how conſiderable fo ever he might be. And 
beſides this ſynod would often conſiſt of the moſt 
conliderable gentlemen we have in the province, which 


would render it the more regarded bath at home 
and abroad. 4412 f 


Il have been, perhaps more particular and full in 
the explanation. of the feveral propotals laid down 
in this paper than was ſtrictiy needful; I ſhall only 
ſay as to that, that I was willing to be fully under- 
flood, becauſe I find that people are apt to ſtart ob- 
jections againſt a ſcheme that is dark and obſcure, 
ſuppoſing there may be a deſign either to deptive 
them of fomewhatupon which they ſet a high va- 
Jue, or to engage them in ſogge courſe that may 
prove inconvenient and prejudicial to them. I do 
not ſuppoſe, that no more objections may be made 
againſt the ſeveral branches ot the ſcheme propoſed, 
than | have mentioned: Theſe were all that offered 
themiclves to my thoughts in writing this paper, 
and | am not aware that any ohjections ly againſt 
the ſeveral branches of this ſcheme, but what may 
admit of a ſaiisfafory anſwer, if men were diſpoſed 
to receive. realunable: ſarisfattion, It will, ugdoubt- 
edly, be moſt for edification, in caſe any number of 
bor churches ſhould judge it to be for the glory of 
G O D, and public edification, to fall in with the 
method of church government propoſed, that they 
do not go about to impoſe ic upon their neighbours 
that are otherwiſe minded, but leave them to pracs 
tice according to their judgment and inclination; 
and on the other hand, that they that are for the 
old way of management, as beſt in their opinions, 
do not cenſure and condemn thaſe, that ſhall think 
the method propoſed to be more for edification, but 
let us all ſtudy to live together in peace, unity and 
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#oncord, as becomes brethren, this will contribute 
to the advancement of G O D's glory, the honour 
of religion, and to our mutual edification and com- 
fort: Which is the hearty deſire of one, who wiſhes 
the peace and welfare of CazisT's church in gene- 
ral and of theſe in paiticular, and for whoſe lake L 
have more eſpecially offered my ſentiments in this 
matter, however ſhort they may fall of anſwering 
the great end for which I deligned them, viz. the 
glory of Car1sT our king and head, with the edi - 


fication of us who are his profeſſed ſubjects, and ta 


whoſe laws it becomes us to yield a fincere obedience 
with a due regard to thoſe, whom he has conſtitut« 
ed executors of his revealed will, viz, that chiefly, 
which reſpects the government of his church. 


64 


ths. 


6 #7 
* 


= 
= 


b 
* 
2 
3 N . 
* 
* 
99 
* 
„ 
* 
* 


7 
. 
e 
1 


— 
* 
„ „ 


— 2 = 


, LS x" at * 2 X „ a 7 f f p , * : . {44 . a 4. p + 2 , 
1 * 13 nd wid WA” Wile <<. Bret ²˙ —— Ee TY ee c „„ i SS k - 4 * — 


* 


